& URGENT CRISIS REPORT: The 2026 TNEA-NEET Schedule Clash

Over 20,000 Engineering Seats at Risk of Being Wasted

Executive Summary: The Core Issue

Due to the unprecedented delay in the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) results and
counseling for medical admissions, a critical timeline clash has emerged with the Tamil Nadu
Engineering Admissions (TNEA) 2026 schedule. If TNEA General Counseling proceeds on July
20th as currently scheduled, it will trigger massive "seat blocking" by medical aspirants.

Historically, when medical counseling is delayed beyond engineering counseling, top-scoring

biology students secure premium engineering seats as a safety net. This is not a hypothetical
scenario; it is a proven statistical reality. The current schedule creates an artificial inflation of

competition during the initial phases of TNEA choice filling.

The 2026 Timeline Crisis Breakdown

e July 20: TNEA Choice Filling starts. NEET results and state medical merit lists are not
yet finalized.

e The Blocking Phase: Because medical aspirants are uncertain about their MBBS
chances, over 20,000 top NEET scorers will participate in TNEA to block premium core
engineering seats (Computer Science, ECE, IT) as "backups."

e August (The Exodus): NEET counseling concludes. Medical students are allotted their
MBBS/BDS seats and abruptly abandon their TNEA backup seats.

e The Permanent Loss: Because the engineering counseling rounds will have already
progressed or concluded, these 20,000 premier engineering seats are left permanently
vacant. They cannot be easily reclaimed by the deserving engineering students who
were pushed to lower-tier colleges during Round 1 and Round 2.

Primary Demand: To prevent this systemic failure, the Directorate of Technical Education
(DoTE) and the Higher Education Department must postpone the TNEA General Choice Filling
to August 1st.



The Domino Effect: How Seat Blocking Ruins Cutoffs

for Everyone

This is not an issue that only affects top rankers aiming for Tier-1 colleges (CEG, MIT, SSN).
Historical data from similar delays in 2024 proves that seat blocking creates a devastating
"ripple effect" that destroys the cutoffs for students in every single counseling round.

Counseling Round

The Situation

The Result for TNEA
Students

Round 1 (180 - 200 Cutoff)

5,000+ top NEET scorers
block Tier-1 colleges as
backups.

True engineering toppers
lose their rightful seats in
premium institutions.

Round 2 (150 - 179 Cutoff)

Engineering toppers, pushed
out of Tier-1, take up Tier-2
seats.

Round 2 students lose their
preferred Tier-2 colleges and
are pushed downward.

Round 3 (Below 150 Cutoff)

Round 2 students are
pushed into Tier-3 seats.

Average students are forced
into colleges with poor
placements or must pay
heavy Management Quota
fees.

Historical Proof: The 2024 Cutoff Anomaly We do not have to guess what will happen in 2026;
we only need to look at the data from 2024. In 2024, a similar NEET delay caused massive seat
blocking. As a result, the apparent cutoffs for top engineering seats dropped erratically because
seats were later vacated en masse, leaving dedicated engineering students stranded in

lower-tier colleges.

Course 2025 2024 (Cutoff Difference
increases/Rank
increases)
MIT(Aero) 2,639 1,812 827
PSG (Bio Tech) 6360 5171 1189
MIT (Automobile) 7443 6553 890




GCT (EIE) 8286 7433 853
RMK (CS) 13444 11550 1894
ACT (Food Tech) 16,098 11,782 4316
Sri Krishna (AI/DS) 16658 7942 8716
CIT (CIVIL) 21,033 18,810 2223
Sri Krishna (EEE) 23226 12980 10246
GCE Krishnagiri 34232 30872 3360
(EEE)
RMK (EEE) 38430 25089 13341
GCE Tirunelveli 43,400 33,559 9841
(Civil)
Thanthai Periyar 43,942 39,694 4248
(EEE)
Sri Ramakrishna 47037 36489 10548
(Aero)
Vel Tech (Al/DS) 62105 57888 4217
Vel Tech (ECE) 66272 60515 5757
Loyola (CS) 72288 52271 20017
Saveetha (Al/DS) 76650 70506 6144
Vellammal 82135 68818 13317
GCE Dharmapuri 87573 81374 6199
(Mech)
Sri Venkateshwara 97790 77160 20630
(AI/DS)
Sri Venkateshwara 101110 45961 55149
(CS)
Sri Venkateshwara 190472 138375 52097
(EEE)
Loyola (EEE) 128650 100391 28259




A Lose-Lose Situation: The Impact on NEET Students

This campaign is not against medical aspirants. The current DoTE schedule is equally punishing
for NEET students who are caught in administrative delays completely outside their control.

e Massive Financial Waste: To secure a backup engineering seat, thousands of NEET
students are forced to pay the TNEA initial deposit fee (5,000 to 10,000 depending on
the category and college allotment fees). When they leave for medical college, this
money is often unrecoverable, resulting in crores of rupees wasted by middle-class
parents.

e Severe Mental Stress: Forcing 17-year-old students to juggle the highly competitive
engineering choice-filling process while agonizing over Supreme Court decisions and
NTA medical result delays causes extreme psychological distress.

Lessons from 2024: News Reports Confirm the Crisis During the 2024 counseling cycle, the
media heavily reported on the exact crisis we are trying to prevent in 2026. Because medical
counseling was delayed, top engineering institutions saw unprecedented vacancy rates after the
TNEA counseling concluded.

Major news outlets reported: "Thousands of top engineering seats in premier Tamil Nadu
institutions lapsed after students vacated them for MBBS and BDS admissions. The lack of
synchronized counseling left core engineering aspirants deprived of merit-based seats." We
cannot allow this mass wastage of educational resources to repeat in 2026.

The Win-Win Solution

The solution requires zero structural changes to the admission system, only a minor timeline
adjustment.

1. Postpone TNEA General Choice Filling to August 1st.

2. By August 1st, the Tamil Nadu State Medical Merit List will be significantly clearer.

3. Medical students will be able to transition safely to medical counseling without needing
to block engineering seats.

4. The 20,000+ TNEA seats will remain open for dedicated, core engineering students,
ensuring meritocracy and justice for all.

We humbly request the Honorable Chief Minister and the Higher Education Minister to intervene
immediately to save the future of Tamil Nadu's students.
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